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* You will now be handed over to the military authori-
ties who deal with prisoners of war/
I could only shake my head during the speech. I had
a feeling that the speech was being given on behalf of the
reporter of The Times, who was present. He must have
been on board the English ships already, by Saturday the
21 June, presumably to report on the seizure of the
German ships.
This speech, delivered with a background of military
pomp, was, of course, meant to represent an important
State ceremony. The English revel in such theatrical dis-
plays. To the higher standing German mind these dis-
plays are in bad taste. To us this treatment appeared to
be more in the nature of a film display. It even fell short
of the realm of comedy and inspired our compassion. I
was sensible of the fact that this theatre coup was uncom-
monly unpleasant and humbling for the English Admiral
who appeared to be a sound and high-thinking man.
I answered in German, facing the interpreter: " Tell
your Admiral that I am unable to agree with the purport
of his speech and that our comprehension of the subject
difiers. I alone carry the responsibility. I am convinced
that any English naval officer, placed as I was, would
have acted in the same way."
We were then landed. Ashore, a car was placed at my
disposal and we drove o2 through the beautiful Scottish
country-side. Trees and bushes stood on either side of the
road, and they were green, a long-missed sight!
After about half an hour's run we drove into the camp
at Nigg. A Scottish officer led my Flag-Lieutenant and
me to a barrack room. The extensive camp lies in a bay
on the slopes of a gradually sloping hill.
High mountains are all around. From our barracks we
enjoyed a view over the Scottish Highlands, which are